OMB No. 1545-0047

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations)
P Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. Open to Public

P> Information about Form 990 and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990, Inspection

~m 990

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

A For the 2016 calendar year, or tax year beginning JUL 1, 2016 andending JUN 30, 2017
B Checkif C Name of organization D Employer identification number
applicable:

onge | BOOKS FOR AFRICA, INC.
yﬁéﬂege Doing business as 41-1627391
ot Number and street (or P.0. box if mail is not delivered to street address) Room/suite | E Telephone number
oy 26 EAST EXCHANGE STREET 411 651-602-9844
;eirengm_ City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code G_Gross receipts $ 35 ’ 600 ) 399.
Amended | gm | PAUL, MN 55101 H(a) Is this a group return

[_J88R"* | F Name and address of principal office: PATRICK PLONSKI for subordinates? [_lYes No
pending SAME AS C ABOVE 7 ST ° PAUL 7 M:N 5 5 1 0 1 H(b) Are all subordinates included? |:|Yes l:l No

| Tax-exempt status: 501(c)(3) |:| 501(c) ( )< _(insert no.) |:| 4947(a)(1) or |:| 527
J Website: » BOOKSFORAFRICA.ORG

K_Form of organization: Corporation [ ] Trust [ ] Associaion [ | Other B>
[Part1] Summary

1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities: THE ORGANIZATION COLLECTS BOOKS

If "No," attach a list. (see instructions)
H(c) Group exemption number B>
[ L Year of formation: 19 8 9] m State of legal domicile: MN

§ FROM SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES AND PUBLISHERS AND THEN DONATES THE BOOKS TO
g 2 Check this box P> |:| if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.
% 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) 3 18
g 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line1b) 4 18
@ 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2016 (Part V, line2a) .. . ... 5 25
2| 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if NECESSArY) ... ... 6 12000
S| 7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12 7a 0.
< b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34 . 7b 0.
Prior Year Current Year
o| 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIIL fine 1h) ... 36,514,182.] 35,539,343.
2| 9 Program service revenue (Part VIIl, line2g) 0. 0.
% 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d) 43,307. 45,589.
€1 11 Other revenue (Part VIIl, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9¢c, 10c, and 11e) 15,350. 15,467.
12 Total revenue - add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) ... 36,572,839. 35,600,399.
13  Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines1-3) 32,255,339, 33,866,736.
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) . 0. 0.
9 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10) 731,604. 814,770.
2| 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line11e) . . 0. 0.
§ b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) > 210,379.
Wl 47 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f24¢) 1,541,362. 1,576,840.
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line25) 34,528,305. 36,258,346.
19 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 from line 12 ... ... 2,044,534. -657,947.
54 Beginning of Current Year End of Year
8520 Totalassets (Part X, line 16) 13,955,423.] 13,312,012.
2 Total liabilities (Part X, line 26) .|| 101,448. 108,215.
= Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from |line20 .......................................... 13 , 853 , 975. 13 , 203 , 797 .

Sign }

ignatw’e of officer Date
Here PATRICK PLONSKI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date ceok [ ]| PTIN

if

09/22 /17| sarempoyes P01402886
Fim'sEINp 45-3961675

Paid CHRIS LEWIS, CPA CHRIS LEWIS, CPA
Preparer | Fim'sname p MARKWELL & LEWIS LLP

Use Only | Firm's address . 5151 EDINA INDUSTRIAL BLVD, STE 250
EDINA, MN 55439

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions)

Phoneno. (952) 905-3600
Yes |:| No

Form 990 (2016)

632001 11-11-16 LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions.
SEE SCHEDULE O FOR ORGANIZATION MISSION STATEMENT CONTINUATION




Form 990 (2016) BOOKS FOR AFRICA, INC. 41-1627391 page2

| Part llI | Statement of Program Service Accomplishments

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part 11 |:|
1  Briefly describe the organization’s mission:
BOOKS FOR AFRICA, INC.'S MISSION IS TO COLLECT, SORT, SHIP AND
DISTRIBUTE BOOKS TO CHILDREN IN AFRICA. ITS GOAL IS TO END THE BOOK
FAMINE IN AFRICA.
2  Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the
prior Form 990 0r 990-EZ? [Jves [XINo
If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O.
3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? |:| Yes No
If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O.
4  Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses.
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, and
revenue, if any, for each program service reported.
4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 35 y 952 ; 354. including grants of $ 33 y 866 ; 736. ) (Revenue $ )
BOOKS FOR AFRICA SENT 180 SHIPMENTS OF APPROXIMATELY 3,299,000 BOOKS
AND DIGITAL BOOKS WITH AN ESTIMATED VALUE OF $33,435,000 TO 18 AFRICAN
COUNTIRES. BOOKS FOR AFRICA RECEIVES FUNDS FOR THE SHIPMENT OF BOOKS
TO AFRICA, AND THIS IS THE ORGANIZATION'S ONLY PROGRAM. ADDITIONALLY,
BOOKS FOR AFRICA ALLOWS DONORS TO TARGET DONATIONS TO SPECIFIC
COUNTRIES AND PROVIDES FEEDBACK TO DONOR WHEN BOOKS HAVE BEEN SHIPPED
TO THEIR COUNTRIES. 99% OF TOTAL EXPENSES ARE SPENT ON PROGRAM RELATED
EXPENSES.
4b (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )
4c (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.)

(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4e Total program service expenses P> 35,952,354.

Form 990 (2016)
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